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The charter school statute specifically states that charter schools are required to abide by section 1012.854,
relating to youth mental health awareness and assistance.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-

1099/1012/Sections/1012.584.html

1012.584 Continuing education and inservice training for youth
mental health awareness and assistance.—
(1)

The Department of Education shall establish an evidence-based youth mental health awareness and
assistance training program to help school personnel identify and understand the signs of emotional
disturbance, mental illness, and substance use disorders and provide such personnel with the skills to help
a person who is developing or experiencing an emotional disturbance, mental health, or substance use
problem.

(2)

The Department of Education shall select a national authority on youth mental health awareness and
assistance to facilitate providing youth mental health awareness and assistance training, using a trainer
certification model, to all school personnel in elementary, middle, and high schools. Each school safety
specialist shall earn, or designate one or more individuals to earn, certification as a youth mental health
awareness and assistance trainer. The school safety specialist shall ensure that all school personnel within
his or her school district receive youth mental health awareness and assistance training.

(3)

The training program shall include, but is not limited to:

(a) An overview of mental illnesses and substance use disorders and the need to reduce the stigma of
mental illness.

(b) Information on the potential risk factors and warning signs of emotional disturbance, mental illness, or
substance use disorders, including, but not limited to, depression, anxiety, psychosis, eating disorders, and
self-injury, as well as common treatments for those conditions and how to assess those risks.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1012/Sections/1012.584.html
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(c) Information on how to engage at-risk students with the skills, resources, and knowledge required to
assess the situation, and how to identify and encourage the student to use appropriate professional help
and other support strategies, including, but not limited to, peer, social, or self-help care.

(4)

Each school district shall notify all school personnel who have received training pursuant to this section of
mental health services that are available in the school district, and the individual to contact if a student
needs services. The term “mental health services” includes, but is not limited to, community mental health
services, health care providers, and services provided under ss. 1006.04 and 1006.041.

(5)

No later than July 1, 2023, and annually thereafter by July 1, each school district shall certify to the
department, in a format determined by the department, that at least 80 percent of school personnel in
elementary, middle, and high schools have received the training required under this section.
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